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Well, what can I say about 
anything that would matter? 
Everyone needs to be safe and 
care about yourself, your family, 
and friends in these days of 2020. 
There is absolutely nothing 
occurring at the Flemington Lodge 
and it doesn’t look good for the 
future either. Though the 
government may let us reopen to 
do limited business I am not sure 
that our patrons would want to 
gather in large groups. I am also 
not so sure that members of this 
lodge would want to be around 
any group gatherings as long as 
the corona virus is still active. 
 
I, for one, am skeptical about 
being near too many people 
anymore. I am in my 70’s and I have some medical issues 
that preclude me from getting “up close and personal” 
with anyone. I am just as afraid as many of you are to be 
out and about. However, I must say that my old car is 
now getting five weeks to the gallon and my cooking skills 
are at an all-time high. My house is cleaner and leaner 
than ever, and I have watched more western movies on 
TV than I thought I could. 
 
For now, I ask you to be patient until that time that the 
Lodge is up and running and you can come back to 
imbibe your favorite beverage in the Grill Room. The 
Lodge Officers will work to ensure that the lodge is a safe 
place to come to. I had plans to do some new things at 
the lodge, but those are on hold for now. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Wildwood Convention in June has 
been cancelled and the Grand Lodge 
Convention in Baltimore, Maryland in 
July has also been cancelled. The biggest 
disappointment for all of us is the 
cancellation of the Camp Moore 
Summer Program for Special Needs 
children. We may complain about being 
in a “quarantine’ or ‘lockdown’, but 
these kids have lost the one time each 
year that they are free to be themselves. 
 
The answer to all these difficulties is for 
the Flemington Lodge to come back 
stronger than before. How do we do 
that? Volunteer, pay your dues, get a 
friend or family member to join the 
B.P.O.E., grab a mop. In other words, get 
more active within the lodge and be a 
real Elk. 

 
Respectfully,  

 
Daniel J Petitt, Sr.  

Exalted Ruler 
  

 

 



Lodge Officers – 2019 - 2020 

 
Exalted Ruler .................... Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Est. Leading Knight ........... Linda Murphy, PER ... 609.605.6694 
Est. Loyal Knight ............... Jen Montanelli  ......... 862.220.6698 
Est. Lecturing Knight ........ Gene Sierp  ............... 908.399.4997  
Treasurer .......................... George Upton, PER ... 908.788.5963 
Secretary .......................... Barry Sheppard, PER . 908.782.3307 
Tiler .................................. Adam Papa .....................................  
Inner Guard ...................... Eric Anderson ........... 908.439.2532 
Chaplain ........................... Rich Lavagno, PDD .... 908.788.2917 
Esquire ............................. Sean Bergin ............... 732.801.1231 
Trustee - 1 Year ................ Joel Wolff .................. 908.782.7095 
Trustee - 2 Year ................ Hank Lavoie .............. 908.300.6800 
Trustee - 3 Year ................ Sharon Mack……………201.289.1990 
Trustee - 4 Year ................ Vincent LaSpada ....... 908.236.9098 
Trustee - 5 Year ................ David Murphy, PDD .. 908.399.6934 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submission deadline is the 10th of the month.  
Submissions received after noon on the 10th will 
not be used. Please submit articles and ads as early 
as possible.  Articles, ads and other information to 
for publication can be sent to:  
erflemington@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Accident Prevention  ........ Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Americanism ..................... David Murphy, PDD .. 908.399.6934 
Auditing & Accounting ...... George Upton, PER ... 908.788.5963 
Better Parades…………………Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Building & Grounds  ......... Hank Lavoie .............. 908.300.6800 
Community Affairs  ........... Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Community Activities ....... Tiffany Quick ............. 908.797.0670 
Dishwasher ....................... Randy Sornberger ..... 908.328.3432 
Drug Awareness ............... Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Elks Tale Editor ................. Sean Bergin ............... 732.801.1231 
Fraternal Committee  ....... Rich Lavagno, PDD .... 908.788.2917 
Friday Night Dinner .......... Linda Murphy, PER ... 609.605.6694 
Government Relations ..... Eric Anderson ............ 908.439.2532 
Hoop/Soccer Shoot .......... Mike Snizcak ...................................  
House Committee ............. David Murphy, PDD .. 908.399.6934 
 .......................................... Sharon Mack……………201.289.1990 
Indoctrination ................... Jen Montanelli  ......... 862.220.6698 
Investigation ..................... Jen Montanelli  ......... 862.220.6698 
Lapsation .......................... Barry Sheppard, PER . 908.782.3307 
Lodge Accountant ............. Bragg & Karnoff ........ 908.788.2998 
Lodge Activities ................ Tiffany Quick ............. 908.797.0670 
Mediator ........................... Lee Trautman, PDD ... 908.996.6724 
Membership ..................... Barry Sheppard, PER . 908.782.3307 
Monday Morning Crew .... Joel Wolff .................. 908.782.7095 
National Foundation ......... Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
National Service ................ TBD .................................................  
PER Association ................ Rich Lavagno, PDD .... 908.788.2917 
Public Relations ................ Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Ritual Coach ...................... Pete Naccarato ...............................  
Scholarship ....................... Jeff Anderson ............ 908.439.2532 
Sickness and Distress ........ Linda Murphy, PER ... 609.605.6694 
Social/Comm. Welfare ..... Eric Anderson ............ 908.439.2532 
Special Needs Children ..... Suzanne Lucas ........... 908.782.5037 
Standing Relief  ................. David Murphy, PDD .. 908.399.6934 
Visiting .............................. Joe Kanaby, PDD .............................  
Youth Activities ................. Mike Snizcak ...................................  
Website ............................ Sean Bergin ............... 732.801.1231 

 
Officers of the Auxiliary 

 
President .......................... Patti DeLuca .............. 908.528.7328 
Vice President ................... Deborah Keys ..................................  
Treasurer .......................... Suzanne Lucas, PP ..... 908.782.5037 
Secretary .......................... Laura Karnoff ............ 908.400.1371 
Trustee ............................. Linda Upton .............. 908.788.5963 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Monthly Meetings 

 
Lodge:  Sept – June: 2nd & 4th Wednesday - 7:30 PM 

July & August: 2nd Wednesday - 7:30 PM 
 

Auxiliary:  Sept – June: 2nd Tuesday - 7:15 PM 

LODGE WEBSITES 
 

The Flemington Elks lodge website is: www.flemingtonelks.com for information on upcoming 
events, lodge happenings, pictures functions, and general lodge information. We also have a 
Facebook Page (public), Facebook Group (members only) and a West Central District Group 

(members only) 
 
 
 

Grill Room Hours 
 

CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 



 
 
 

 
 
  

Please Call: 908.788.8203 
 

Please be sure all bookings for both inside and 
outside the lodge building go through the 

booking agent.  

 
For pledges, contact: 

Daniel Petit, Sr. 201.341.3071 

Somerset Children’s Center  
Board of Directors 

 
Adam Papa - Member 

 

Elk of the Year: TBA 
Citizen of the Year: TBA 

Officer of the Year: Richard Lavagno PDD 

 

ATTENTION: 
 

If you know of a lodge member that is ill, 
home bound, or in the hospital, please 

notify the Exalted Ruler so that information 
can be posted on the Sickness and Distress 

board and visitation can be arranged. 

HELP!	
	

To cut costs, please consider canceling 
your physical copy of The Elks Tale and 
switching to E-Mail only. Contact Barry 

Sheppard to make this change: 
bls1928@embarqmail.com 

 

 

      
Funeral Services 

 
A reminder to all members and their families: 
Should a member pass away, the Officers will 

perform the funeral service at the family’s 
request. Please contact the Exalted Ruler for 

arrangements. 

ATTENTION: 
 

If you know of a lodge member that is ill, 
home bound, or in the hospital, please 

notify the Exalted Ruler so that information 
can be posted on the Sickness and Distress 

board and visitation can be arranged. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 
***CORONAVIRUS UPDATE*** 
 
- PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES. As of now, we have over 100                       
members who are delinquent in their dues and that 
money is very important to the lodge and very much 
needed. Our expenses are down due to the lack of 
activity and that eases the burden on our bank account 
 
- Grill Room closed until further notice 
 
- Wildwood Convention is canceled  
 
-Grand Lodge Convention is canceled 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Ramblings by Rich 

 

I hope everyone is still safe and sound at 
home. Here are a few things to keep your 
mind off what's going on in the world. 
 

I finally got a day off from my job, so I decided to take a 
walk. I ended up going through a farm and all of a 
sudden a bull started chasing me. You know how I 
stopped the bull from charging? I took away his credit 
card. Do you know what the duck said when she bought 
a lipstick? Put it on my bill. What do you call a psychic 
little person who has escaped from prison? A small 
medium at large. 
 
Since I haven't seen or spoken to many members lately, 
I would like to know if you are still enjoying these 
ramblings. If so, please drop me a line on my email, 
lavagno@embarqmail.com. I will continue to ramble as 
long as you enjoy it.  Stay safe and I hope to see 
everyone sooner rather than later. 
 
Remember this: there are three types of people in the 
world: Those of us who are good at math, and those of 
who aren't.  
 
PDD Rich 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Needs Children 
 
Congratulations to all the Auxiliary and Lodge officers 
who will enjoy serving when we can meet again. I hope 
everyone is doing the best they can under these 
circumstances we are living through. 
 
On a sad note, the State Elks Association made a 
difficult decision about Camp Moore which was to 
cancel camp and respite sessions this year. Hopefully all 
our campers will be able to attend in 2021. 
 
The 2019-2020 Auxiliary and Lodge donations of 
$13,900 have all been mailed to the following recipients 
which includes 7 campers:  
 
$2000 to Hunterdon Healthcare Foundation F/B/O The 
Child Development Center 
$1400 to Somerset Children's Center F/B/O the Hydro 
Twins therapy 
$1000 to Mane Stream 
$1000 to Riding with Heart 
$1000 to Hunterdon Outreach Programs 
$1000 to ARC of Hunterdon County 
$1000 to Center for Educational Advancement 
$1000 to Certified Fitness for Special Needs 
$1000 to Hybridge Learning Group 
$ 750 to Harvest Family Success Center 
$ 750 to Star Throwers Group 
$ 400 to Elks Camp Moore 
 
Thank you to all who volunteered and attended the 
successful events held during this past elk year 
that made these donations possible. 
 
Until I see you again, 
 
Suzanne Lucas, Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Somerset Children’s Center 
 

Here is just a short version of what has been going on at 
the Center.  We have Teletherapy being conducted and 
have approximately 45 children participating.  Good 
news....BCBS is waiving the co-pays as I anticipated and 
are paying the therapy costs as expected.   

We have not received any out-of-network claims as of 
yet, but are expecting the same.  After speaking with 
Gladys, we have one client who we are waiting on.  The 
other 10, who are out of network, have very high 
deductibles and are paying cash upfront.   We have a 
new client who has joined our family and is receiving 
speech therapy, and we have a client who has returned 
to us.  Very happy about that.  Bills are being paid, 
insurance claims are going out, communication with 
families are consistent.  Zoom is working nicely, families 
and therapists are used to the medium. Our 
therapists have been participating in webinars and on-
line seminars. They have been sending home work to all 
clients, whether they are participating in Teletherapy or 
not.  It is important to keep up their skills.  During April, 
autism awareness month, many speech apps were free 
to download, so many new programs have been added 
for our speech therapists.  I, too, have participated in 
webinars offered by the county, and have applied for 4 
PPP loans from different banks.  It appears that the SBA 
loan Jane and I filled out may not come to fruition, as I 
have heard nothing.  The PNC loan Dave and I wrote up 
has been put on hold as they ran out of money.  Since 
then, I have applied for the PPP loan at Peapack 
Gladstone and Valley National Bank.  I did hear from 
Peapack and they said it is in process.  Fingers crossed.  

Mindy Hoppe, Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food For Thought 
 
 

As the months go by let us not forget 
to check in with others on this strange 
journey we are on! The ultimate 
measure of a man is not where he 

stands in moments of comfort and convenience but 
where he stands in times of challenge and controversy. 
Opportunities to find deeper powers within ourselves 
come when life seems most challenging. You have 
power over your mind not outside events. Realize this, 
and you will find strength. Danger gathers upon our 
path. We cannot afford we have no right to look back. 
We must look forward. The last of the human freedoms: 
to choose one’s attitude in any given set of 
circumstances, to choose one’s own way.  
 
Our lodge doors may be closed but our hearts are 
opened wide. Pray for the families who have nothing. 
Pray for the families with special needs children who 
cannot go to camp Moore this year and give them the 
strength to explain the reason as best as they can. Take 
the time to nod at a stranger behind the mask giving 
them strength to carry on. Be kind to people stocking 
shelves and behind checkout counters. They are there 
to help give you what you need. Sometimes they might 
not have exactly what you want but be kind and accept 
what is available. Take your share and leave some for 
others.  Be kind to yourself. These are difficult times, 
take time to gather your thoughts and not worry.  Be 
good to yourself and embrace the extra time you have 
with family.  
 
Be kind to mankind 
 
Linda Murphy VPWCD, DDD 
Leading Knight 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates 
 

 

All Activities Currently Canceled or Postponed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABSENT MEMBERS FOR THE  
2019- 2020 ELK YEAR 

 
 
Howard (Rich) Schmitter - 3/14/20     Thomas Cannizzaro – 3/24/20    Francis Feola  – 4/12/20 
Frank Bodnar - 4/29/20                

 
THEIR VIRTUES ARE WRITTEN UPON THE TABLETS OF LOVE AND MEMORY 

Identification Statement 
 

Publication Title:                       Elks Tale 
Statement of Frequency:          Published Monthly 
Authorized Organization:         Flemington Elks Lodge No. 1928  
                                                    Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America 
Address:                                    165 Route 31 
                                                    Flemington, New Jersey 08822 
Web Address:                            www.flemingtonelks.com 
 



 
 

 
Change of Address or Phone No.?  Not receiving your Elks Tale?  Clip and send new info to:  

Barry Sheppard 
C/0 Flemington Elks Lodge No. 1928 
P.O. Box 261 
Flemington, NJ 08822 (or drop it in the Secretary’s box at the Lodge) 
Phone:  782-3307 
Going south for the winter?  Send your winter address to Barry Sheppard, let him know when you plan to 
leave and return, and we will see that your Elks Tale follows you there. 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________

Street: ________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number_________________________________________________ 
 
 

      
         6/1 
Daniel Muscatell  
 
         6/2 
Edward Anderson  
 
         6/3 
Robert LaMothe, Jr. 
 
         6/4 
Matthew McPherson    
Daniel Kopcha 
 
         6/5 
David Rockafellow  
 
         6/6 
Ronald J. Daigle       

         6/7 
Jon Cantagallo-Rohn 

           
          6/9 
Robert W. Bishop, Jr.        
Robert Klebosis  
 
          6/10 
Robert D. Newland, Jr.       
Peter Plesh  
          
          6/12 
Gerard C. Boon III     
Thomas Welch      
Steven Kalafer 
 
          6/16 
Michael Renda  
 
         6/18 
Richard E. Yard    
Robert D. Rockell 
 
 

  
         6/19 
Timothy Kracht 
         
         6/20 
Craig R. Becker, PER 
 
         6/21 
Robert Nering 
 
         6/22 
Timothy Mcgivney 
 
         6/23 
William M. Creighton  
          
         6/25 
Wilhelm J. Roethel      
Grabriel Esposito       
Frank Gradl        
 
 

          
         6/26 
Brian Baumann   
 
         6/27 
Robert L. Cole   
         
         6/28 
Robert D. Brunn    
Thomas F. Mullen     
          
         6/30 
William D. Saunders     
David L. Cahall 
          

E-Mail Address: ________________________________________________ 



Message from the Grand Exalted  
 
Elks Members 
 
The past few months have been a chaotic time in the life of our Order and our nation. 
There has been an unprecedented amount of suffering, deprivation, hardship, fear, and 
for some even the loss of life as we collectively deal with the scourge of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
But through this and other trials we as a nation have faced over the years, we as Elks 
and as Americans have always stood strong. It is times like these that we should be all 
the more mindful of the cardinal principles on which our Order was founded. Our 
Lodges have been closed and activities have been suspended, but we would do well to 
focus our thoughts and look for ways to help others get through these times.  
 
While the typical focus of newsletter messages is to address business and operational 
matters within our Lodges, it bears repeating that under our cardinal principle of 
Brotherly Love we should be looking after our fellow Members and those in our 
communities who are disadvantaged. Some likely don't have family or support and may 
need our help. Consider set-ting up a phone tree so that your officers can make 
personal contact with Members, especially those who are alone or may need some 
help with even routine tasks like shopping. A little attention may go a very long way.  
 
It has been fully recognized that we can't do the work of our Lodges in traditional ways, 
and flexibility and creativity have been encouraged to take care of Lodge matters the 
best we can. Hopefully you are finding ways to keep moving until things can return to 
normal, or at least improve.  
 
This is a time for Elks to do what Elks have always done better than anyone else: Help 
others, as best we can.  
 
May God bless you all as together we move forward to better times.  
 
Hon. Bob Duitsman GER



 
 
 



 
 

 


