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Well this is an interesting way to start 
my tenure as Exalted Ruler. I hope 
that everyone is practicing good 
health habits and using the new 
“social distancing” rule. I have been 
avoiding everybody as much as I am 
able, and I am enjoying the quiet and 
solitude. But, then again, I am retired 
and that has been my lifestyle for the 
past eight years. 
 
I know that this pandemic has been 
hard on many, many people who 
have been furloughed from their jobs 
and I can understand their frustration 
with the entire subject and whether 
or not they have contracted the virus 
or who they may come in contact 
with. The news media has been in the 
forefront of spreading information 
and that is a task in and of itself for 
any one person to understand and 
process. 
 
That brings us to the Lodge and what is happening. A small 
crew of Officers has been working on cleaning and repairing 
the building and we should all be thankful for their efforts 
during this crisis. They have done their work while practicing 
safe habits and are adamant about keeping up the projects 
that need to be completed. 
 
Because of a mandate from Grand Lodge that follows the 
advice of many State Governors, all lodges in the United States 
are closed. That translates into lost revenue and that means 
that we, as members, must work twice as hard when this 
health crisis ends, and we are able to get back up to speed to 
raise money for our charities. Yup, now you can see how the 
‘domino effect’ really works. The lodge is not open so we 
cannot hold events which raise money for Special Needs, 
Veterans, Scholarship, etc. Since we are not raising any money 
for these and many other charities, those people are not 
receiving the assistance that they need. Yes, it does run 
downhill or so the saying goes. 
 

So, what is the solution? Once we are able to 
re-open the lodge and resume booking 
events, we will need volunteers, lots of 
volunteers. We will need members to give 
like they have never given before. We will 
need people to cook and serve breakfast. 
We will need volunteers to work at our 
monthly bingo game. We will need bodies to 
cook, serve and clean up at banquets and 
other events that are scheduled. We will 
need members to fold and prepare the 
monthly Elks Tale. We will need members to 
clean the lodge and make repairs to the best 
of their ability. Basically, what I am asking 
for is for every member to volunteer to do 
something. 
 
I had planned on starting an ENF ‘cork’ 
fundraiser in April but by now you realize 
that has fallen by the wayside as another 
victim of the covid-19 virus. BUT I will start 
this program as soon as the lodge re-opens 

and I hope that every member and Auxiliary member would 
participate so that money can be raised for the Elks National 
Foundation. 
 
Three other items on my list were to conduct a Long Opening 
and Long Closing of a Lodge Meeting in April, but that will be 
put off until the future and I also hope that some long-time 
members would come out to observe the officers in this time 
honored tradition. I had scheduled a general Meeting of the 
Lodge and that will also be rescheduled so that everyone can 
participate. And last, but not least, is the Tuesday with the ER 
where any member can talk privately with me about any 
concerns, comments and suggestions. 
 
We have been dealt a blow to our mission to serve the 
community, but we can come back, and I know that we, 
together, can come back stronger than ever.  
 

Fraternally Yours,  
 

Daniel J Petitt, Sr 
  

 

 



Lodge Officers – 2019 - 2020 

 
Exalted Ruler .................... Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Est. Leading Knight ........... Linda Murphy, PER ... 609.605.6694 
Est. Loyal Knight ............... Jen Montanelli  ......... 862.220.6698 
Est. Lecturing Knight ........ Gene Sierp  ............... 908.399.4997  
Treasurer .......................... George Upton, PER ... 908.788.5963 
Secretary .......................... Barry Sheppard, PER . 908.782.3307 
Tiler .................................. Adam Papa .....................................  
Inner Guard ...................... Eric Anderson ........... 908.439.2532 
Chaplain ........................... Rich Lavagno, PDD .... 908.788.2917 
Esquire ............................. Sean Bergin ............... 732.801.1231 
Trustee - 1 Year ................ Joel Wolff .................. 908.782.7095 
Trustee - 2 Year ................ Hank Lavoie .............. 908.300.6800 
Trustee - 3 Year ................ Sharon Mack……………201.289.1990 
Trustee - 4 Year ................ Vincent LaSpada ....... 908.236.9098 
Trustee - 5 Year ................ David Murphy, PDD .. 908.399.6934 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submission deadline is the 10th of the month.  
Submissions received after noon on the 10th will 
not be used. Please submit articles and ads as early 
as possible.  Articles, ads and other information to 
for publication can be sent to:  
erflemington@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Accident Prevention  ........ Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Americanism ..................... David Murphy, PDD .. 908.399.6934 
Auditing & Accounting ...... George Upton, PER ... 908.788.5963 
Better Parades…………………Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Building & Grounds  ......... Hank Lavoie .............. 908.300.6800 
Community Affairs  ........... Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Community Activities ....... Tiffany Quick ............. 908.797.0670 
Dishwasher ....................... Randy Sornberger ..... 908.328.3432 
Drug Awareness ............... Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Elks Tale Editor ................. Sean Bergin ............... 732.801.1231 
Fraternal Committee  ....... Rich Lavagno, PDD .... 908.788.2917 
Friday Night Dinner .......... Linda Murphy, PER ... 609.605.6694 
Government Relations ..... Eric Anderson ............ 908.439.2532 
Hoop/Soccer Shoot .......... Mike Sniscak ...................................  
House Committee ............. David Murphy, PDD .. 908.399.6934 
 .......................................... Sharon Mack……………201.289.1990 
Indoctrination ................... Jen Montanelli  ......... 862.220.6698 
Investigation ..................... Jen Montanelli  ......... 862.220.6698 
Lapsation .......................... Barry Sheppard, PER . 908.782.3307 
Lodge Accountant ............. Bragg & Karnoff ........ 908.788.2998 
Lodge Activities ................ Tiffany Quick ............. 908.797.0670 
Mediator ........................... Lee Trautman, PDD ... 908.996.6724 
Membership ..................... Barry Sheppard, PER . 908.782.3307 
Monday Morning Crew .... Joel Wolff .................. 908.782.7095 
National Foundation ......... Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
National Service ................ TBD .................................................  
PER Association ................ Rich Lavagno, PDD .... 908.788.2917 
Public Relations ................ Daniel Petitt, Sr. ........ 201.341.3071 
Ritual Coach ...................... Pete Naccarato ...............................  
Scholarship ....................... Jeff Anderson ............ 908.439.2532 
Sickness and Distress ........ Linda Murphy, PER ... 609.605.6694 
Social/Comm. Welfare ..... Eric Anderson ............ 908.439.2532 
Special Needs Children ..... Suzanne Lucas ........... 908.782.5037 
Standing Relief  ................. David Murphy, PDD .. 908.399.6934 
Visiting .............................. Joe Kanaby, PDD .............................  
Youth Activities ................. Mike Snizcak ...................................  
Website ............................ Sean Bergin ............... 732.801.1231 

 
Officers of the Auxiliary 

 
President .......................... Patti DeLuca .............. 908.528.7328 
Vice President ................... Deborah Keys ..................................  
Treasurer .......................... Suzanne Lucas, PP ..... 908.782.5037 
Secretary .......................... Laura Karnoff ............ 908.400.1371 
Trustee ............................. Linda Upton .............. 908.788.5963 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Monthly Meetings 

 
Lodge:  Sept – June: 2nd & 4th Wednesday - 7:30 PM 

July & August: 2nd Wednesday - 7:30 PM 
 

Auxiliary:  Sept – June: 2nd Tuesday - 7:15 PM 

LODGE WEBSITES 
 

The Flemington Elks lodge website is: www.flemingtonelks.com for information on upcoming 
events, lodge happenings, pictures functions, and general lodge information. We also have a 
Facebook Page (public), Facebook Group (members only) and a West Central District Group 

(members only) 
 
 
 

Grill Room Hours 
 

CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 



 
 
 

 
 
  

Please Call: 908.788.8203 
 

Please be sure all bookings for both inside and 
outside the lodge building go through the 

booking agent.  

 
For pledges, contact: 

Daniel Petit, Sr. 201.341.3071 

Somerset Children’s Center  
Board of Directors 

 
Adam Papa - Member 

 

Elk of the Year: TBA 
Citizen of the Year: TBA 

Officer of the Year: Richard Lavagno PDD 

 

ATTENTION: 
 

If you know of a lodge member that is ill, 
home bound, or in the hospital, please 

notify the Exalted Ruler so that information 
can be posted on the Sickness and Distress 

board and visitation can be arranged. 

HELP!	
	

To cut costs, please consider canceling 
your physical copy of The Elks Tale and 
switching to E-Mail only. Contact Barry 

Sheppard to make this change: 
bls1928@embarqmail.com 

 

 

      
Funeral Services 

 
A reminder to all members and their families: 
Should a member pass away, the Officers will 

perform the funeral service at the family’s 
request. Please contact the Exalted Ruler for 

arrangements. 

ATTENTION: 
 

If you know of a lodge member that is ill, 
home bound, or in the hospital, please 

notify the Exalted Ruler so that information 
can be posted on the Sickness and Distress 

board and visitation can be arranged. 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
 
***CORONAVIRUS UPDATE*** 
 
BOD met to discuss the ongoing and increasing 
concerns over the public’s health regarding the 
Coronavirus Pandemic. As a result, the following 
changes have been made to the Lodge operations and 
schedule: 
 
- Grill Room closed until further notice 
- May 10, Mothers Day Ceremony is canceled 
- May 7th Bingo is canceled 
- May 31 Breakfast is canceled  
- Wildwood Convention is canceled  
- The BOD and the cleaning crew are using the highest 
strength cleaning products to clean the lodge. 
Please check the website often for updates and stay 
safe 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Ramblings by Rich 

 

Hi Everyone, spring has sprung, and summer is 
right around the corner. It reminds me of a 
time years ago when I lived on a houseboat 
for a while. I started dating the girl next door. 

Eventually we drifted apart. I recently saw on TV that 
the machine at the coin factory just suddenly stopped 
working, with no explanation. It doesn't make any 
cents. I once sent ten different puns to friends, with the 
hope that at least one of the puns would make them 
laugh. No pun in ten did. I am doing a few little repairs 
around the house. This spring it took a while to learn 
how to use a hammer, but I finally nailed it. Two 
astronomers got tired of watching the moon rotate 
around the earth for 24 hours, so they just called it a 
day.  
I hope this brought a little fun into your day. Eileen and I 
hope everyone is fine and staying safe. 
 
Keep on smiling until next time!  
 
PDD Rich 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PGER Message 
 
Dear Members - 
The safety of our members, their families and our 
communities is of the utmost importance to our 
organization. At this time, we have made the decision 
to cancel our Annual Wildwood Reunion. This will be 
the first time in our state's history that we have not 
gathered to install our newly elected and appointed 
state officers and conduct the annual meeting. I know 
many of you look forward to this gathering each year. I 
too will be disheartened that we are not able to gather 
with our fellow Elks to celebrate this past year's 
accomplishments and start off the new year with our 
new State President and Officers. However, we must 
adhere to the current regulations so that we can 
combat this outbreak and prevent further loss. 
 
Please know that we are working diligently to maintain 
our organization and will be making alternative 
arrangements for events such as the Installation when 
we are again able to gather. 
 
Again, please stay safe during this time and support the 
essential workers and medical professionals who are 
working endlessly to try to combat this pandemic. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Malcolm J. McPherson, Jr. 
Past Grand Exalted Ruler 
 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
NJ Elks Family Scholarships 
 
These $750.00 scholarships are available to children, 
grand-children and great-grandchildren (stepchildren, 
step-grandchildren and step-great-grand-children) of 
New Jersey Elks. High school seniors as well as college 
freshman, sophomores, and juniors can apply. A 
student should apply each year of eligibility. It runs from 
April 15th to June 30th each year. The application is 
available NJElks.org. 
 
 
 
 



 
Somerset Children’s Center 
 
Bubbles, bubbles, bubbles! April is Autism Awareness 
month and the children from the Somerset Children’s 
Center have been celebrating! We have been outside 
blowing bubbles all week! Superintendent Victoria 
Zelenak from Cape May Elementary School stated, 
“Bubbles are symbols of joy, hope, and laughter. They 
bring people together.” Last year during the month of 
April over 57,000 people blew bubbles to show their 
support of Autism.  
Bubbles 4 Autism was started in 2004 by a parent 
who wanted to teach her son’s classmates to play 
with him. She decided on bubbles! This simple 
activity bridged the gap between his peers and 
together they played, laughed, and blew bubbles!  
Here’s one of our children enjoying Bubbles 4 Autism! 
  

 
 
Did you know?  
The Autism Society first initiated Autism Awareness 
over 50 years ago. Their goal continues to ensure all 
those with ASD are valued for their unique gifts and 
talents while educating society towards acceptance 
and inclusion.  
One in every 41 children in America is diagnosed with 
autism. It is not only the Autism Society’s job to 
educate the public, but it is ours as well. We need to 
tell the world those with ASD are special, loving and 
gifted.  
 
Enjoy your bubbles!  
 
Mindy Hoppe, Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Food For Thought 
 
 

These are truly stressful times for us 
all. Please keep the faith and stand 
strong together. Feeling anxious during 
a disease outbreak like the coronavirus 

is normal. In fact, having some anxiety can motivate you 
to maintain good hygiene habits, like washing your 
hands more frequently and minimizing contact with 
other people.  I am just a phone call away if you want to 
talk about your fears or just need to chat with someone 
during the stay at home initiative. Let me know if you 
need groceries or someone to pick up your 
prescriptions. As Elks we all pull together especially 
during time like this.  
 
If you find yourself needing to do something for your 
community, you can make meals and take them to 
hospital staff fighting the fight in the front lines. You can 
also drop off donations to the food bank in Flemington 
via a curb drop off. Give me a shout and I will help to 
organize your initiative.  
 
You never know how strong you are until being strong is 
the only choice you have. Sometimes you don’t realize 
your own strength until you come face to face with your 
greatest weakness. Courage isn’t having the strength to 
go on – it is going on when you don’t have strength. 
 
 
Linda Murphy VPWCD, DDD 
Leading Knight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABSENT MEMBERS FOR THE  
2019- 2020 ELK YEAR 

 
 
John O. Wilson, PDD 1/2/2019              William F. Fischer – 8/21/19       Anthony C. Olenick – 10/31/19 
S. Rudger Benjamin 1/2/2019               Phil Stevens – 7/4/2019               Bob Biggs, PER – 11/8/19  
Daniel Knee 5/14/2019                          William Nemec – 8/19/19            Bill Rudnik – 11/15/19 
Bea Sabo – 6/2019                                  Cheryl Kirk – 9/25/19                    Joseph Kurylo – 2/24/20 

 
THEIR VIRTUES ARE WRITTEN UPON THE TABLETS OF LOVE AND MEMORY 

Identification Statement 
 

Publication Title:                       Elks Tale 
Statement of Frequency:          Published Monthly 
Authorized Organization:         Flemington Elks Lodge No. 1928  
                                                    Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America 
Address:                                    165 Route 31 
                                                    Flemington, New Jersey 08822 
Web Address:                            www.flemingtonelks.com 
 



 

 
Change of Address or Phone No.?  Not receiving your Elks Tale?  Clip and send new info to:  

Barry Sheppard 
C/0 Flemington Elks Lodge No. 1928 
P.O. Box 261 
Flemington, NJ 08822 (or drop it in the Secretary’s box at the Lodge) 
Phone:  782-3307 
Going south for the winter?  Send your winter address to Barry Sheppard, let him know when you plan to 
leave and return, and we will see that your Elks Tale follows you there. 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________

Street: ________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number_________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

      
         5/2 
William K. Miller, Jr.   
Robert A. Storr  
 
         5/3 
Alan Brintz  
 
         5/4 
Bruce Kerr  
 
         5/7 
Donald F. Scholl, Jr.    
      
         5/9 
Randell S. Kerr, PER      
Lois Carl Reiner  
 
         5/10 
Eric Baumann 

 

           
         5/10 
Barry L. Sheppard, PER   
 
          5/13 
Angelo Coppola  
 
          5/14 
Jay Trstensky     
          
          5/15 
Thomas F. Tosco      
Barry Creger    
 
          5/16 
Clarence R. Smith     
John B. Smith, Jr.     
 
         5/18 
Emil Elbaum     
Henry Kuhl 
 
 

  
         5/19 
Joseph Eggert 
         
         5/21 
Edward Bretka 
 
         5/23 
Richard Mansdoerfer, Jr. 
 
         5/24 
Raymond Selmer      
Linda Murphy, PER     
Mary Lou Cartobino 
 
         5/25 
Joseph Peake  
          
         5/27 
Brenda Kracht 
 
 

          
 
 
 
         5/28 
Richard Callanan    
 
         5/29 
Anthony J. Esposito 
         
         5/30 
John Lombardi 
          
         5/31 
Patricia Seckrettar   
          

E-Mail Address: ________________________________________________ 
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